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HARTFORD COURANT BWiitcifa 

EPA to release report linking secondhand; 

smoke to lung cancer 


The WMttigtM PmI 

«ASBINGT(m ~ In a 
layeA decision that could evotually 
have a major impact on ihe Amen- 
can watfcplace. the EhnwaaineiiUI 
.Protection Agency Thursday will 
condiide officially that eipoa u rc to 
‘'secondhand** cigarette smoke 
causes Inag aAiiu and 

greatly increases the risk oi respira¬ 
tory illnesses inchUdrea. 


G88tlS2rrZ02 


EPA mhninistrator William K. 
Unity's endorsement a report by a 
panti of scientific advinm to the 
agency will end a oootencioiis two- 
yejb- review of Ihe issue during 
witiefa the panel's evidence and con- 
dusuus have has been denounced 
repeatedly by the tobacco industry. 

The £P A‘s eBdorsement id the sci¬ 
entific paners findinm will have no 
immediate practical impact, be¬ 
cause Ihe agency has no authority to 


r^nlatc indoor air pollution. Bat the 
move could have a stgatTicaot influ¬ 
ence on how local gorvemments and 
the federal Occupational Safem and 
Health Administration (OsHA) 
adopt and enforce workplace anti- 
smoking rules. 

OSHAisia the beginning stages of 
gathering information on udoor air 
i^uality, a process that could lead to 
new federal rules on air fMdlwtian in 
Ihe workplace. An OSH A spokesman 


said Tuesday that 'it's too early In 
tell" what the impact will be of the 
EPA‘s designation of passive tobac¬ 
co smoke as a httman carcinogen, but 
said the report will “feed into tbe 
process" of workplace rule-making 
now under way at the Labor Depan- 
meal agency. 

The ERA'S scientific advisory 
panel finished its review «1 the SuIh 
ject in late October, approving a 
report which concludes that environ¬ 
mental tobacco snooke i$ a “Class A'* 
bumao carcinogen — a group that . 
includes a handfal of substances 
such as asbestos, arsenic and 
zenc. Secondhand smoke, the panel 
estimated from a varwty of studies, 
annually causes (he lung cancer 
deaths of approximately ^,004 UJi.. 
adults. 

The report also blames second-, 
band smoke for hundreds of thou-' 
sands of ca^ of chitdbood respira¬ 
tory illnesses such as bronchitis and! 
poeumooia, and fiw increasing Uiel 
severity of astknna atucks in chll-‘ 
dren. 

PubUc health advocates hailed the 
news that EIPA would take the final 
step in endorsiDg the scientific oan-. 
el's conclusions, which Is schedule to 
take place Thursday at a news ctm-1 
fereacc with Reilly and Health and' 
Human Services Secretary Louis' 
Sullivan. 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/jmdm0004 




